HAIL TO THE CHIEF


This past month has been the busiest month that I have seen since I became a member of the club.  To start off with on May 8th we discovered that our field had been broken into and our riding tractor, trainer planes and other assorted items were stolen.   On May 14th and 15th we had a static display at the EAA fly-in held at Tallahassee Municipal airport. Then on May 22nd we had our annual open house.  The EAA fly-in and the open house were both successful events. We received quite a bit of interest at the EAA event we spoke with many of the attendees most of whom were quite interested in our hobby.  This certainly had a good impact on the attendance we had at the Open House the following week.  


At the Open House there were lots of club members who came out to display and fly their aircraft and our guests seemed to have a great time.  The cub scouts came out and cooked hot dogs and hamburgers for us, many spectators tried their hand at flying a trainer, we had great flying demos and a excellent raffle at the end of the day where one of the spectators won the plane raffle.   Perhaps I can go into detail some other time but there is some pressing club business I must address. 


Our next two meetings will be held at Tallahassee Municipal Airport in the old terminal building it is not the Flightline building or the New Terminal building, the FedEx entrance is the correct one to use.  Eagle is also located in the same building use the main entrance doors we will be in the meeting room in the back of the building.


Since the theft we have hired a Lawn service to cut the field and they performed a great job as well as given us a great price.   Unfortunately we cannot afford to outsource our lawn maintenance with our current dues structure. To estimate our costs I will say we need to cut every week for six months and every other week for the other six months just to make it simple. That would come out to 36 times we would require lawn maintenance, we are paying $65.00 per cut and this totals to $2340.00.  Our net income after expenses is around $3000 per year


We currently have two issues to discuss at the meeting


1)	The purchase of equipment to perform lawn maintenance, this requires us to purchase a Lawn Tractor and a Weed Whacker.   


2)	How do we protect our club property?





I have done a fair amount of research on mowers; I have looked at Zero Turn mowers, 42 inch and 48 inch mowers, and tractors vs. riding mowers, looked up articles in consumer reports and popular mechanics.  I have come to the following conclusion the John Deer L130 with a 23HP Kohler engine, 48 inch mowing deck, automatic transmission with cruise control and two year warranty cost is $2500 add another $100 for a sun shade.  Some club members have recommended we get a used mower and while there is a case for this I am concerned we may be buying some else’s problem.  I would like to mention that the crew who has cut our lawn is volunteers and IMHO we should get them equipment that is reliable, quite and efficient to allow them to get the job done as quickly as possible they are like the rest of us they want to go to the field to fly.





Now comes the big issue how do we protect our equipment?  We did get a quote from an insurance agent for $500 a year we can get up to $5000 of insurance. I firmly believe if we do put a new mower, planes, etc. in our existing shed it will not be there for long.  I have found a steel-shipping container the type used on ships for sale for a reasonable price.  It is 8 ft x 8.6 ft x 40 ft is made is 1/16 inch steel with a solid oak floor and two 4 foot doors.  We can easily modify the doors to handle very secure locks and additionally we will install kryptonite cables to the container floor that will wrap around the center of the mower with a bolt cutter resistant lock   The cost of the container delivered is $1199.  If you have any question, concerns or ideas lets discuss them at the meeting.  We do need to move forward on this as quickly as possible.








TREASURER’S REPORT


Happy Memorial Day guys, 


Here are our numbers for this month: 


Checking: $1,483.30 


Savings/CD: $21,000.25 


Cash: $30.00 


Total (Lawnmower) Fund: $22, 513.55 


This months balances include revenues from the Open House and Glider contest. The checking account balance (our main operational fund account) includes entry fees, concession sales, merchandise sales, etc. from those events. I have not received any bills for the mowing thus far so I expect to pay that in arrears. Once we resolve the mower issue we will likely have to move money from savings/CD to either pay for a new mower or fund the mowing expense. 





SECRETARY’S REPORT


The business meeting began promptly at 7:31 P.M.





Richard started the meeting and then introduced the new members.





Sam presented the treasurer’s report and it was approved without exception.


Dr. Mike announced the Thursday Night Beginner Training sessions will resume next Thursday.





Sam inquired about the progress on the landfill situation.  Richard reported the latest meeting went very well and was encouraged by the county responses.





Richard introduced the revised constitution, and asked for comments within a week.  He plans to complete the revisions prior to the June business meeting.  A vote on the revised constitution will be held at the June meeting.





Jeff O. provided information on the EAA “Capitol City Air Fest” to be held at the “old” side of the Tallahassee airport May 15th and 16th from around 9 AM to 5 PM.  There is scheduled to have airplane rides, balloon rides, and venders.  Our club is still scheduled to have a static display of R/C paraphernalia.





Dr. Mike proposed an open house May 22nd at the field.  This was approved.





Richard brought up the issue of fuel prices, and the option of buy from Mac Hodges or Hobby Town.  Sam provided some numbers showing differences in prices between the two.





Bob Burke commented about the trash disposal situation at the field.  He requested a reimbursement of $5 per month to continue his services.





Gordy reported on the Heli-Clinic, and that it was a great success.  He also mentioned the Boy Scouts for their trustworthy and loyal assistance in the food concession area. Thanks.


There were 25 pilots who participated.  Painter Mike won the radio set.  Donations were sent to the U.S. F3C team.  The weather was superb all week-end.





Duane Woods provided his report of the Glider Competition.  Due to very windy conditions, the event had limited turn-out.  Eleven pilots participated on Saturday.  Otherwise, it went as well as expected.





Dr. Mike presented the very attractive awards for last months pizza box contest winners. Chris F. for Limbo, Mike K. for combat, and Dr. Mike for aerobatics.





The meeting was adjourned without the threat of physical violence.


�






Seminole Radio Control Club


Tallahassee, FL


AMA Charter #216, 1969-2004





SRCC Officers


President - Richard Wynn


Vice President - Dr. Mike Atkinson


Secretary - John Clark


Treasurer -  Sam Varn


Field Marshall - ?


Field Safety Officer - Gordy Meade





Field Hours


12 Noon till Dark





Training Notes


To schedule a training time contact Mike Atkinson.





Instructors


Mike Atkinson (Coordinator)


(h) 926-4692


Ed Budzyna


Jeff Owens


Sam Varn


Bob Burke


Geoff Lawrence


John Clark





BERNOULLI’S RAG


Seminole R/C Club       Web: www.seminolerc.com       Volume 2, Issue 6, June 4, 2004

















